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Traits of a money
smart child

EESEENR - MISEEREAQIRVITR - BfPILE T20B2E A FiHEREINEIRIR -
remBIREMrIFEEENREIETEIE -

As children grow, they develop different financial behaviours. We have identified 20 financial
milestones that children should demonstrate at different ages in order to be

financially smart. These should help identify good money management

habits they need to cultivate. @

6XE85% Aged 6-8

B+ EERYD—IT Save at least $1 for every $10 received
BERBLHTRBSHERER  IMERREEBS DL HAEES-

Save a proportion of money for future use, this could be a fixed amount or a percentage of money received.
SABRBE Spend within their means

HEBANBBHESIRT -

Buy things that are within the amount of cash that he/she has.

{REBTY) Protect belongings

EBHBRESCNTY - AITE - Ttk - KR - MBS BN ELSSIBETRIBL -

Keep belongings such as money, clothes, toys safe from theft and being lost, as it costs money to replace them.
BRI ELAEEERE) Make an effort to gain rewards

BEBFELNEHBHITBUGE -

Understand that he/she needs to make effort to gain rewards.
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9EN Aged 9-1

&8 Compare prices

EYRl EFANRBEROHEBTANERER -

Compare the prices of different products at different outlets at different dates before making a purchase.
ST T HAGESEB4E Set short term savings goals e
RIBE—HYS BENSNBEESENRE SEREXENSE-

Willing to delay immediate gratification and save the money for achieving the financial goal.
DECEREE Allocate pocket money

DEBRBNFTENDB  REE BHENDZFIIBARNEZRDBEE -

Identify needs and wants, allocate money for saving, spending and sharing.

SCERFRSZ Keep track of spending

oA 2B — R

Mark down daily spending and review on a weekly basis.

BEIIFREEZE Check payments

REBEMEAEENCOTENNE  WA/N\ERSESCRE-

When purchasing, check the price and change, also check the balance when using Octopus cards.
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128145 Aged 12-14

B BYIERR Take notice of purchasing terms
EOBETRIER  AINTBRE  BR  CHAEESS

Understand the terms of purchase such as promotions, return and refund policies.
BIERHBENBEREIELIRE Follow up on unsatisfactory purchases
B8 ERHPNER  TOBSIRE - WREBRAUSKEZRL -

Follow up with the seller and seek assistance from adults if the issue cannot be solved.
BBBE Return borrowed things
REERANSBEYD - PR « RERREETEMEREETHER -

Return money and items on time and in good condition, fulfill any additional obligations as promised.
HIEWZIEE Do budgeting

MATEREIREHREIINZRS -

Use a tool to set a budget and review it regularly.

FASRITERPHEEZ Use a bank account for savings

HBNARITEREFEENGE AW - JLESNRLISEYE RN EaETREL-

Realise the benefits of saving in banks, eg. can earn interest for building wealth, be more secure
and keep track of money.
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EIBARERSZ Reduce household expenses

BRI - B BERSRERX  WHRENHOXRERASNTE-
Use less water, electricity or gas and observe the financial impact.
IRIBEEEY) Purchase from a shopping list

BHiEEBIR 2R - THIEEYSE - WKIRSEEY-
Clearly identify necessary items and take the initiative to prepare a shopping list for purchase.
FRZENMLERSTE Make secure online transactions
RAZIELEYS  RE—EeREBNR  #RNIAB[REBH - BRAERLIERELEVSTIRMLEREEG-

Use trusted on-line platforms, set a strong password, do not save passwords on browsers, remember to log out every
time and beware of fraudulent hyperlinks.

B EBIFEECHR Check financial records
BENIE B BEE - \ERFERREDIER - WRERBE-

Make sure the amounts on receipts, invoices, statements, Octopus transactions, etc are correct and follow up on those
incorrect ones.

LEBRREFA 2R EHVERNET 8] Compare student financial assistance options for different study paths
RIEEABERE - REDKERSBENEHE -

Plan different options and choose the most suitable one according to further study preferences.

ST BASERE > WEREPHEIIEFE Make a career plan with financial considerations
ZREAQITIEF N - BA) - BEEBBNBAKESS -

Consider the salary, benefits, professional development cost and prospects of different jobs.
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O2026EERBUREEES - IREMS -

This publication contains information for reference and educational purposes only and is not a comprehensive guide on the subject matter. The information is provided generally without considering specific circumstances
and therefore should not be used as a substitute for professional advice. The Investor and Financial Education Council (“IFEC") has not advised on, passed on the merit of, endorsed or recommmended any of the products/services
or types of products/services referred to in this publication. You should seek independent legal or other professional advice before taking action on any matters to which information provided in the publication may be relevant,
or if you have any doubt about any applicable law.

The IFEC endeavours to ensure that the information contained in this publication is accurate as of the date of its publication, but the information is provided on an “as is” basis and the IFEC does not warrant its accuracy,
timeliness, completeness, quality or fitness for any particular purpose. The IFEC has no obligation to update this publication as law and practices change. In no event shall the IFEC accept or assume any liability (including third
party liability) nor entertain any claim for any loss or damage of any kind, howsoever caused, arising from or in connection with the use of or reliance upon any information contained in this publication, whether caused by the
IFEC's negligence or any error or omission. Examples and case studies provided in this publication are for reference and educational purposes only. All background information, characters and situations created for the examples
and the case studies are fictitious.

The IFEC is the owner of the copyright and other intellectual property rights in this publication. This publication (in whole or in part) may not be reproduced or distributed, or used for commmercial purposes, without the prior
written consent of the IFEC.

Copyright © 2026 Investor and Financial Education Council. All rights reserved.
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